Í Thursday, March 9, 1995 


Weekend events mark Mervyn's 


Mervyn’s is throwing a weekend 
long fiesta in Laredo to celebrate 
its grand opening in Mall Del 
Norte. 

On March 9, Mervyn’s will offi- 
cially open its doors at 9:30 a.m., 
immediately following a public rib- 
bon cutting ceremony beginning at 
9:15 a.m. Strolling mariachis, 1000 
free gift bags, and a clothing dona- 
tion drive will kick off the grand 
opening day. 

A weekend of exciting family- 
oriented special events, celebrity 
appearances, and guest sweep- 
stakes is slated at Mervyn’s from 
March 9-12. 

Special Events Schedule 
@ Grand opening Day, March 9 

9:15 am. — Ribbon cutting 
ceremony 

9:30 a.m. — Store opens, first 
1,000 people receive free gift bag 

9:30 a.m. — Mervyn’s clothing 
donation drive begins Thursday 
through Saturday 

11 am.-8 p.m. — Children can 
get their picture taken with char- 
acters from Walt Disney’s “The 
Lion King” 

@ Friday, March 10 

9:30 a.m. — Clothing donation 
drive continues 

4-9 p.m. — Children can get their 
picture taken with characters from 
Walt Disney’s “The Lion King” 

6 p.m. — Local band “The Law” 
entertains at Mervyn’s 
@ Saturday March 11 

9:30-11:30 a.m. — “Days of Our 
Lives” star Jason Brooks signs 
autographs 

10 a.m.-7 p.m. — Children can 
get their picture taken free with 
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new categories like casual lug- 


characters from “The Lion King” 

4 p.m. — children can help break 
open the largest Piñata 

5-7 p.m. — Tejano and 
country/Western bands stage a 
concert 

7 p.m. — Laser show finale 

7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. — Popular 
entertainer Racqueline Gonzales 
of ““Padrisimo” signs autographs 
in the store 
E Sunday, March 12 

All Day — Mariachis and clowns 
entertain in the store 

Noon-9 p.m. — Children can get 
their picture taken free with char- 
acters from ‘The Lion King’ 
What you'll find at Mervyn’s — 

Mervyn’s Laredo guests will be 
part of a select group of customers 
that are experiencing Mervyn’s 
newest store design prototype. The 
new Mervyn’s prototype, only re- 
cently introduced in 12 locations 
throughout the company’s 286 
stores, offers a fresher, conternpo- 
rary store design in an attractive, 
easier-to-shop environment. Cen- 
tralized guests service centers offer 
quick check out for transactions. 
Sleak, newly designed children’s 
strollers give moms and added 
storage place for her kids and her 
purchases. Bilingual signage is 
added in new stores, including La- 
redo, to help Spanish-speaking 
guests feel comfortable and make 
it easier to shop. 

The new Laredo store will also 
offer a broader assortment of mer- 
chandise categories than is cur- 
rently available in Mervyn’s other 
stores. Guests in Laredo will find 
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gage, infant accessories, a pro 
sports shop, party goods, materni- 
ty, and petite sizes and a larger 
assortment of footwear. 
New Technology 

The new Laredo store will offer 
shoppers quicker access to check 
prices and merchandise availabil- 
ity by using price scanning sta- 
tions and interactive video kiosks. 
The kiosks, available in the foot- 
wear department, uses high-tech 
CD rom chips to educate consum- 
ers on choosing the appropriate 
athletic footwear for specific sports 
participation. 

All store management team 
members will carry wireless tele- 


phones that are connected to ser- ` 


vice phones found throughout the 
store. “Guests questions get an- 
swered fast,” said Gary White, ex- 


“ecutive vice president of stores. 


“When guests have questions, our 
team members have answers — im- 
mediately,” he added. 

Benefits to Laredo? 

Because of Laredo’s growing 
family population, expanding re- 
tail base and increasing home de- 
velopment, “Laredo is a perfect 
market for Mervyn’s,”’ White says. 

In addition to adding more than 
200 jobs to the community, Mer- 
vyn’s will generate hundreds of 
thousands of tax dollars to the city 
and county. 

“And Mervyn’s commitment to 
the community is unlike other re- 
tailers,” says White. As a division 
of the Dayton Hudson Corporation, 
Mervyn’s annually returns 5 per- 
cent of its taxable profit to the com- 
munities where there are stores. In 
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MALL TENANT: Mervyn's is newcomer to Mall De! Norte. 


Texas alone, Mervyn’s has funded 
children’s and families programs 
in excess of $5 million over the past 


ening at Mall Del Norte 


five years. “We're proud of our con- 


and children’s educational! activi- 
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ties. That commitment sets us 


tinued support to family programs , apart fro other retailers,” White 


said. 


Clothing donation drive in program 


To celebrate Mervyn’s grand 
opening in Laredo’s Mall Del 
Norte, Mervyn’s new store is hold- 
ing a clothing donation drive, 
Thursday-Saturday, March 9-11. 

The drive is in partnership with 
the Salvation Army of Laredo and 
all donations will benefit disadvan- 
taged individuals and families. 

For each item of usable clothing 
donated at Mervyns from March 9- 
11, guests will receive one 20 per- 
cent off certificate on a single item 
purchased at the new store. 

Mervyn’s clothing donation has 
been a big hit with guests at other 
store grand openings, acknowl- 


edged Sandra Salyer, vice presi- 
dent of public affairs. “Guests feel 
rewarded for giving back to their 
community,” she said, “and Mer- 
vyn’s feels great about developing 
charitable partnerships in our 
store communities.” 

Mervyn’s has a strong tradition 
of community giving throughout 
the neighborhoods its serves. As a 
subsidiary of Dayton Hudson Cor- 
poration, Mervyn’s annually re- 
turns 5 percent of its pre-tax profit 
to local programs that benefit chil- 
dren and families. Since 1990, 
Mervyn’s has contributed over $5 
million to non-profit organization 


in Texas. 
Currently with 286 stores in 15 
states, each year Mervyn’s spon- 


_ sors more than 750 local charitable 


organizations, events, or programs 
in the neighborhoods where its 
stores are located. 


Mervyn’s is a moderate-priced 
family department stores specializ- 
ing in trend-right apparel. 

Mervyn’s is a promotional fam- 
ily department store offering 
trend-right national brand and 
quality private label apparel and 
home fashions. The chain current- 
ly operates 286 stores in 15 states. 


